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KBDN INNOVATORS

Honoring Our 2025 Innovators

The latest group of Innovators includes designers and industry professionals
who go beyond great design, leading through education, association
participation, community service and charity work.

October 7, 2025




As the end of 2025 draws near, Kitchen & Bath Design News is reflecting back on this tumultuous tii
of change and uncertainty, focusing on design industry professionals who have stepped up to lead
their businesses, staffs and peers through the ups and downs. Members of KBDN’s latest class of
Innovators have shared their skills in the areas of design, education and mentorship, paving a path
that others in their profession can proudly follow.

The selection of these 28 outstanding leaders - KBDN’s 2025 Innovators - was a process that incluc
an examination of design acumen, service to customers and the industry, and involvement in the
community and charitable causes. This group of Innovators shines like those of the past, running
showrooms and businesses, serving on boards, having designs published and recognized as award
winners, and helping members of their communities with charitable work and crisis situations.

Many of the Innovators are active in their local National Kitchen & Bath Association and interior
design association chapters, helping to guide and improve operations and standards and elevate th
design industry as a whole. Through social media posts, blogs, newsletters, panel discussions and
industry events, they both stay connected and provide connection. They remain undaunted by an
uncertain future, and continue to light the way forward with energy, positivity and passion for the
design industry.

Each year, KBDN puts out a call for potential Innovators, members of the industry nominated by
industry peers and members of the KBDN staff who are tackling the formidable tasks at hand. They
often embrace living-in-place design challenges, sustainability issues and design’s changing
landscape.

KBDN is proud to honor this year’s Innovators, and invites you to learn about each of them by click
on their images below.

THE 2025 KBDN INNOVATORS
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Marcus Otten
2025 Kitchen & Bath Design News Innovator
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Authenticity and highly technical designs focus for designer

With over 25 years of experience in kitchen design, Marcus Otten found his way into the design indt
through organic evolution as he worked alongside his father and brothers in construction, then
progressed into a skilled stone fabricator, home remodeler, cabinetry installer, CAD drafter and proj
manager. Since joining the team at Denver-based Exquisite Kitchen Design, he has further honed hi
skills by working with his mentor and brother, Mikal Otten (lead designer and owner of Exquisite
Kitchen Design and KBDN Innovator), and collaborating closely with leading industry designers and
architects.

Serving an exclusively high-end clientele, Otten has the ability to conceptualize highly technical des
with a deep understanding of how complex details and materials intersect and fit together.

His work earned him recognition in 2021 for Colorado Homes and Lifestyle’s Five Under Forty, and
awards and features in publications like Architectural Digest, Architectural Digest - Italy, World’s Be
50 Interiors From Around The Globe, Colorado Homes and Lifestyle, Denver Life and 5280 magazine

With his construction background, Otten has the ability to not only design, but install every elemen
kitchen.

A true believer in “Everything is possible with the right tools at the right time,” Otten approaches ea
design project with authenticity, a refined taste for clean lines and modern design.



