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kitchens

A DIVINE MIX

“Don’t have all the cabinets 
match. MIXING MAKES IT 

MUCH MORE INTERESTING.  
If it all matches, nothing 
stands out.”  
— interior designer 
susan schwab 
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Modern Makeover

“THE CLIENTS—HE’S VERY TALL, and she’s 

very short—were specific about how they 

wanted the kitchen to function,” Company 

KD co-principal and designer Kristi Dinner 

says about this Greenwood Village home’s 

remodel. “So it was function before aesthetics. 

Technology was extremely important. And 

with three small children, the homeowners 

didn’t want to spend time with cleaning and 

maintenance.” To that end, Dinner, with her 

co-principal Susan Schwab, chose Caesarstone 

countertops, flat-front cabinets and Wolf 

appliances without knobs—“cutting-edge 

technology, and no place for dirt and grime to 

settle,” Schwab says.

The room’s footprint is long and linear—with 

one end of the room as the cooking zone, the 

other as the hangout area—each with its own 

island. “The social island features a soft curve 

of inlayed Peruvian walnut [for seating],” says 

kitchen designer Scott Grandis. 

“We added refrigerator drawers, a 

microwave and a beverage center, so the 

kids can help themselves. That’s their area,” 

Schwab says. "The family can be together in the 

kitchen, but no one gets underfoot in the work 

zone.” The cooking end of the room offers wall 

ovens, an induction cooktop in the island, and 

the sink. 

A vertical bank of doors marks the space 

between the two islands. What appears to be 

a wall of cabinets is actually (left to right) the 

freezer, a door to the walk-in pantry and the 

refrigerator. The bank and both islands are 

dressed in fumed eucalyptus. “She wanted 

a white kitchen, but we wanted to add the 

warmth of eucalyptus,” Schwab says. Dinner 

adds, “It has a lot of depth and unusual 

texture.” Grandis chimes in, “In addition to 

the intriguing wood finish, the mix of bright-

teal, crackled, glossy tile and white cabinetry 

gives the space sophistication. Add in the 

hardware with teal leather accents for a bit 

of flair.”

Light fixtures introduce another layer of 

design savvy. “None are too large or heavy, 

because he is so tall and she isn’t; the lighting 

needed a place of importance but without 

blocking sight lines in the great room or views 

to the outside,” Dinner says. The room, Schwab 

concludes, “works well for both of them.” »

KITCHEN DESIGNER: Scott Grandis, Exquisite Kitchen Design, myekdesign.com

INTERIOR DESIGNERS: Kristi Dinner and Susan Schwab, Company KD, LLC, companykd.com


